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There are many times
throughout our lives that we
feel the house or apartment
we live in is not decorated in
a way that we are happy
with. This is when the idea of
home decorating comes into
the picture. With so many
options that are out there
these days, you can create
exactly the look that you
want.

The first thing to think about
when it comes to home
decorating is where to begin.
Deciding which part of your
home to remodel first can be
one of the hardest decisions
that people have to make.
Some experts advise that a
person should look into what
room is used the most when
it comes to home decorating.
Others think that the room
that looks the oldest should
be the place to start. This is
something that is entirely up
to each individual to decide.

Another important thing that
needs to be considered when
it comes to home decorating
is the budget that you have
to work with. Some areas of
a home can cost a lot more
than others when it comes
down to getting what you

want done. A kitchen is one
area of a home that will cost
a lot of money to have
completely redone.
Bedrooms are areas that are
not usually as costly when it
comes to decorating.

Once you have decided on
the area of the home that
you are going to be
decorating, you need to plan
out what you want to have
done. Knowing what type of
look that you want to
achieve with the home
decorating thatyou dois a
huge help in planning where
you are going to start the
process.

There are no rules that are
set in stone when it comes to
home decorating. It can be
done in small steps if that is
what you want to do. As long
as you are able to live with
the way your house looks
during the process is all that
matters when it comes to
time. Keep in mind that
some projects can take far
more time than others to
complete, even when they
are worked on consistently.

If you are the type of person
that cannot stand the
thoughts of any sort of mess
being around you, there are
other ways that you can do
some home decorating
without having that fear.
Many people have changed

§ Things to Consider When Home Decorating

the whole look of a room by
just changing certain
elements within the room.

Curtains, bedding, paint and
wallpaper, are just a few
examples of the things that a
person can do with their
home. This is still a form of
home decorating, just on a
smaller scale. Keep an open
mind when you are thinking
of ways to change around
your home to give it a new
look. You will be amazed at
some of the ideas that will
come out of nowhere, such
as changing the flooring of
your home.

There are various flooring
options available in the
market today with many faux
finishes in vinyl that look as
beautiful as the authentic
versions but are extremely
cost effective. The type of
flooring that you choose will
not only depend on the
décor and ambience of your
home but also on your
budget. The most expensive
type of flooring option is a
hardwood teak floor. It is
also fairly difficult to
maintain since it needs
regular polishing but it can
give your home a very warm,
inviting, and cozy look. Also it
is one of the most durable
flooring choices. The least
expensive and the easiest to
install include carpets and
vinyl. The next constraint is



the condition of the existing
floor. This is particularly
important if you opt for
ceramic tiles.

If you are interested in a DIY
type of flooring option, go
for vinyl flooring. Since you
can install them yourself, the
initial installation cost will be
substantially lower. This type
of flooring is also more
resilient as compared to
carpet. Vinyl flooring is
available in a range of colors
and designs. You can match
the colors or the designs
with the decor of your house
or opt for faux wood or
marble finishes. They are
available in multiple types
like tiles, sheets and wood
plank vinyl flooring. The size
of a vinyl sheet is usually six
feet to twelve feet wide.
These sheets are cut

according to customer
specifications or are
delivered in the form of
prepared rolls. You can use
vinyl tiles even on damaged
surfaces. There are varieties
with self adhesion and ones
that will require external
adhesive. Either way, the
installation is fairly simple
and can be completed within
a few hours.

Carpet, on the other hand, is
the least expensive flooring
option in the market today.
Carpet is also available in a
range of varieties from wool
to those made of sea grass.
Carpet is extremely suitable
in rooms that have uneven
surfaces, but you should not
use it in areas prone to water
seepage. Carpeting is also
very good at reducing
surface noise and, depending

on the quality and the
texture that you choose, it
can give your home or room
a plush and well-made look.
Of course, carpet is the
easiest to install and you can
choose from carpet underlay,
tiles or other components.
Carpet is available in a host
of colors, patterns and
textures which makes this a
very versatile and flexible
flooring option. Also, given
the affordable rates, you can
change carpet as often as
you like to give your home a
fresher look. The best place
to shop for carpet is online,
particularly if you require a
fairly large quantity. It may
be possible to get a discount
from an online
establishment.
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Nothing will enliven a home as
much as a fresh coat of paint.
However with the myriad of
paint and color options
available in the market this can
be a tough nut to crack. There
are various things to consider
before you choose a color for

the interior walls of your home.

The easiest way is to go for the
same color that already coats
your walls or you could putin a
little bit of research and
creativity and come out with a
spectacular looking house.

Generally, when you think
about painting your home, it’s
safest to start with a single
room instead of the whole
house. Also, it would be
terribly monotonous to use the
same color all over the house.
Once you have decided on the
room, you will need to choose
a shade; now colors only come
in two varieties: warm shades
or cool shades. Most of us are
aware of the color wheel. If

¥ Painting Your Home

not, you can easily download it
off the internet. Warm colors
are ones which are grouped
with red while the cool colors
are ones which are grouped
with blue. Usually warm colors
will give the house a rich,
inviting look while the cooler
shades will lend a peaceful and
tranquil ambience to the room.
However, it’s important to
remember that warm colors
should be restricted to larger
rooms since they will make a
room appear small. Cool
shades, on the other hand, will
give the perception of space.
Latex-based paints are the best
for walls since they successfully
hide the imperfections in the
plaster and in fixtures such as
moldings. You can also use
lighter and darker hues of the
same color or two
complementary or contrasting
colors to give your home a
more fashionable and
sophisticated look. There is a
lot of literature available online
and offline that will help you to
make the appropriate choice in
terms of the color.

If you are not very comfortable
with doing the job yourself, it
may be best to get the help of
a professional. But before you
go out to buy the paint, it’s
important to measure the
surface area that you intend to

cover. Usually a gallon of paint
is enough to cover an area of
400 square feet. If you intend
to use a darker shade, you will
need to use a primer as the
base coat. This will reduce the
amount of paint that you will
need and give the surface an
even coating. The equipment
that you will need includes
brushes, rollers, paint thinner
(read manufacturer
specification), overalls, old
newspaper to cover the floor
and, if possible, a pair of extra
hands to move the furniture.

After the base coat of the
primer has dried, you can start
applying the paint. For a
professional-looking effect,
always start at the edges with
perpendicular strokes and once
you have covered the entire
surface apply a second coat
before the first one is dry. If
you are using a roller
remember to never lift the
roller off the surface because it
will leave an ugly smudge.
Usually two coats are enough
to give a wall a fresh look and
to cover the underlying old
paint. You have a host of
options when it comes to
purchasing the paint, however
very few shops can beat the
amazing deals and the product
range at Home Depot.
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There is much more to
choosing wallpaper than just
the design and color. You will
need to make your decision
based on the room that you
are going to use the wall
paper in, whether you have
children in your house, and
the size of the room, to name
a few. If you intend to use the
wallpaper in the kid’s
bedroom or have young
children at home, the most
suitable choice will be vinyl
wall papers that have a
durable vinyl front and a
paper back. If you want to buy
green products, you may want
to choose wallpaper made of
natural fibers such as cloth or
grass. These add a natural
appeal to the room but they
are not very durable,
particularly in areas with high
humidity.

The texture, pattern and color
that you choose should
entirely depend on the room,
its ambience, the accessories
in the room and the time of
the day when you intend to
use the room. A wonderfully
fresh combination is using
summer floral prints with
white furniture to give the
room a spring time and sunny
feel. If you intend to use the
room predominantly in the
evening you should opt for
darker and bolder shades such
as plum, purple etc. But be
careful not to use these colors
with dark furniture and
drapes. Wallpaper is available
in various looks like antique,
oriental, modern or modern
art and you will need to
decide on a pattern that best
suits your home. Making a
decision will be easier if you
take home a small sample and
try matching it with the
accessories in your house or
room. The size of the print
also matters. Smaller prints
will usually create a more
subtle back drop where as
large prints will be visually
appealing and can be used to
create dramatic effects. For a
room with a low ceiling, a
paper with vertical patterns or

lines will give the perception
of height, whereas horizontal
patterns will add to the
perception of width.

The color principle is the same
as for wall paint: a lighter
color will make the room look
bigger and more spacious
while a darker color will yield
the opposite effect. You can
buy wallpaper rolls online or
offline but if you want original
vintage rolls, there are many
online establishments that
may be able to help you. You
don’t have to use wallpaper
on all the walls in a room. This
is particularly true if you are
not sure about a bold print.
Using it on just one wall and
integrating it with smaller
prints or paint can produce
rave results.

A little wastage is common
when using wallpaper but it’s
always safe to measure the
surface you intend to cover
before ordering the rolls. A
normal roll is 52 cm wide and
10 m long. So if the height of
the room is 2 m you will get 5
drops out of a single roll. You
will also need to keep an
additional 30 cm in each roll
for pattern matching.
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Nothing can spruce up a
house like plants and flowers.
You can use living plants or
artificial ones, depending on
how much time you can
devote to their upkeep and
maintenance. If you are a
particularly busy person who
travels a lot, you may want to
go for artificial plants because
all they need is an occasional
wash. However if living plants
are more appealing to you,
you will have to set up a
watering regimen for them or
hire somebody to take care of
that for you. Besides the
aesthetical value of plants,
there are other benefits to
making plants a part of your
home décor. The biggest
advantage of living indoor
plants is that they act as
Mother Nature’s air purifiers.

The type of plants that you
choose should depend on the
décor of your house, the
space available and the height
of the room. The good thing is
that plants suit all colors so
you won’t have to go through
the added hassle of matching
them to the wall color or the
other accessories. Flowering
plants are perfect for living
rooms; since they are usually
small, they can be
accommodated in various
places like dining tables,
fireplace mantles, window
panes, desks, etc. Popular
varieties include orchids,
violets (African), and
Anthuriums. If you want to
use a plant in a room with a
low ceiling, you should opt for
slender small plants that will
make the ceiling appear high.

On the other hand, if you
want to add a natural touch to
an otherwise well-furnished
room, use a bushy plant like a
Ficus in one of the empty
corners. You can also use
plants successfully to create
the illusion of space by placing
them next to a window. If you
have children or pets at home,
consult with the plant nursery

Using House Plants To Decorate Your Home

owner before buying a plant
since many varieties are
poisonous if ingested. Living
or artificial plants can be used
with pots available in different
textures and materials to
produce a more pronounced
effect. Large or tall plants go
very well with terracotta pots
while smaller plants look good
in ceramic pots. If you want to
use more than one plantin
your living room and intend to
place them next to each
other, always do so in a
symmetry starting with the
smallest and gradually leading
to the tallest. It would look
disproportionate to place a 5-
foot plant next to a 2-foot
shrub. You may want to
minimize the height disparity
by creating a platform for the
smaller plant.

Plants can be used in all parts
of your home. You can use
them in your bathroom to
create a spa-like ambience or
make a small herb bed in the
kitchen. House plants can last
you for years if well cared for.
So, it is important to keep
them well nourished and
clean at all times to get the
best results.
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Baby Crib: Invest in the crib!
Many little ones sleep in
their cribs for three or more
years, so it's worth the
expense. A well-made crib
can last through several
children. Some cribs can
even convert to toddler beds
or full-size beds for added
longevity. The crib’s styling
should match your personal
taste and overall nursery
design. If you’re planning on
more than one child, keep it
gender neutral, so you use it
again. Nursery Note - This is
not the place to buy vintage
or use a hand-me-down. Play
it safe and invest in a quality
crib that meets all US safety
standards. Make sure to get
a quality crib mattress too.

Crib Bedding: A baby
nursery isn’t complete
without baby bedding. The
crib and bedding will
combine to become the
centerpiece of the nursery.
Be sure to have fun with
bedding - stick to a theme or
color palette and
incorporate your personal
style. Unless you love doing
laundry all the time, grab
plenty of spare fitted sheets
- you’ll go through a ton of
these!

Baby Room Décor
Tips for Designing a Baby Nursery
You want your new baby’s room to be comfortable, safe and cheery.

Follow these tips to create a happy place for you and your new
bundle of joy!

Changing Table: With babies
comes love...and dirty
diapers. Let’s put those
diaper-changing skills to the
test; make this experience
the best it can be with a
well-designed space that
keeps all the essentials close
at-hand. You can either go
with a freestanding changing
table with changing pad, a
changing station, or a
changing top that can be
used on top of a dresser.
Nursery Note: Use bins or
dresser drawers to store
changing-related items like
diapers, wipes, clothes,
ointments, lotions and even
toys for your baby to play
with (while you take care of
business).

Nursery Chair: This one’s all
for you. You'll be spending a
lot of time in this chair -
feeding your baby, rocking
her, reading to her, laughing
with her, cuddling her and,
overall, a lot of parent-baby
bonding - make sure it’s the
chair of your dreams. Go
with a rocking chair or glider
with comfortable cushions
and arm rests. Make sure if
reflects your style, too!

Storage: Organized
parents...raise your hands!
We love baskets, bins,
storage containers and all
things storage. You’ve been
prepping for months buying
toys, diapers, books, clothes
and more - now it all needs a
place to go. Choose storage
containers that can
transition to other areas of
your home. We know, you
wish she could stay young
forever, but when your baby
girl is all grown up, you’ll be
glad you didn’t choose
bubble gum pink storage
baskets.

Baby Nursery Décor: Here
comes the fun part. Now
that you’ve handled all the
functional elements, spend
some time thinking about
design ideas and
incorporating cute and
cheerful baby room décor.
Consider area rugs, curtains,
lamps, stuffed animals and
wall décor such as wall
decals or paintings. The
nursery design doesn’t have
to scream “baby”, but it
should be a reflection of
your taste and be filled with
things that make you happy.
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Decorating your child’s room
can be a lot of fun,
particularly if you involve
him/her in the whole
process. The first thing to
decide will be the color that
you want to use. It's passé to
use blue for boys and pink
for girls; besides, the shades
that you use can actually
impact your child’s mood
and behavior. For instance,
earthy tones will have a
calming effect on a hyper-
active child, while a vibrant
yellow will energize a shy
child. Color therapy is a
potent and effective science
and it can be used when
choosing a color for your
child’s room. Try using gloss
paint which is easily
washable. Alternatively, you
could use chalk paint, at least
on one wall, and have a
drawing surface.

If using a bright color, restrict
it to only one wall. A cheap,
yet interesting, option to
decorate the ceiling is to use
glow-in-the-dark stars,
preferably with a rotating
lamp strategically placed to

Decorating

give the effect of outer
space.

A kid’s room should be
centered on his/her favorite
theme. This is the area that
your child will use to play,
read and study. Since it’s not
just a sleeping place, it
should be appropriate for all
the activities that he/she
wants to indulge in and
should ideally be multi-
functional. Talk to your child
about their favorite theme.
You can easily get cut-outs of
favorite cartoon characters
or toy figurines to decorate
the walls. You can make or
buy stencils of animals,
action heroes, etc. to paint
the walls.

Avoid long drapes in a child’s
room. The best choice would
be short curtains or blinds.
The fabric used for the
curtains should match the
pillow cases, bed covers and
lamp shades in terms of color
and pattern. Here again, you
can get creative with a
sewing machine and
incorporate a favorite
cartoon character. You can
also buy themed comforters
and pillow cases from a
number of retailers.

There should be a lot of
emphasis on storage space in
a child’s room so you will
need a closet with
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substantial storage space
and shelves that can take
care of clothes and shoes.
Apart from this, you can add
extra shelves for toys and
books, large baskets which
can be decorated by you and
your child for clothes or toys,
and colorful transparent
plastic containers for other
items. You may also want to
consider putting a desk in
the room.

Lighting is another aspect
that requires careful
planning. The child’s room
will need ample lighting for
study time, soothing light for
play time and a night light for
bedtime. Covered lamps are
the safest for a child’s room.
Popular themes that are
available include a fish
aquarium, Barbie house,
outer space, Harry Potter,
dragons or dinosaurs, race
cars, airplanes and the
jungle.

Most of the items mentioned
are readily available at your
local retailer. All you need is
some time on your hands
and lots of creativity to give
your child a room that
he/she will cherish for years
to come.
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